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GREEK WOMAN IN RELIGION

MORE spiritual by nature, more inclined to mysticism,
with keener intuitions, woman has ever taken a more
prominent part in religious matters than man. Hence,
even in such a country as Hellas, where woman was ex-
cluded from so many lines of human activity, we find that
in religious observance she had equal freedom with man,
and far exceeded him in devoutness and religious fervor.
The Greeks, though they had only the light of nature to
guide them, were essentially a spiritual people. They saw
the hand of the Unseen everywhere manifesting itself in
natural phenomena: they recognized divinities in the fer-
tility of the soil, in the stars of the heavens, in the
crystal waters of the spring, in the rain and in the storm
cloud, in the winds of the forest. They even personified
abstractions, and deified emotions and virtues. Nor were
they merely content with inward piety, but endeavored in
every way by outward observance to worship the deities
which were the creations of their own myth-making facul-
ties; and in all the religious ceremonials of the Greeks
woman played a prominent r61e.

All the Greek peoples gloried in being of the same blood
and language and religion. Though widely separated polit-
ically and engaged in endless wars among themselves, the
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